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(vii) individuals who are members of a ra-
cial or ethnic minority group; and

(viii) individuals who primarily reside in a
rural area; and

(B) does not include aliens who are not
lawfully present in the United States.

SA 2438. Mrs. BLACKBURN sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed to amendment SA 2137 pro-
posed by Mr. SCHUMER (for Ms. SINEMA
(for herself, Mr. PORTMAN, Mr.
MANCHIN, Mr. CASSIDY, Mrs. SHAHEEN,
Ms. CoLLINS, Mr. TESTER, Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI, Mr. WARNER, and Mr. ROMNEY))
to the bill H.R. 3684, to authorize funds
for Federal-aid highways, highway
safety programs, and transit programs,
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows:

On page 1475, between lines 22 and 23, insert
the following:

(D) conducting activities to demonstrate
and scale up existing technologies and meth-
ods for recycling critical minerals at com-
mercial scale, including materials used in
computer hard drives;

On page 1475, line 23, strike ‘“(D)” and in-
sert “(E)”.

On page 1476, line 3, strike ‘‘(E)”’ and insert
().

On page 1476, line 7, strike ‘‘(F')”’ and insert
“@y”.

On page 1476, line 11, strike ‘“‘(G)”’ and in-
sert “(H)”.

On page 1476, line 14, strike ‘““(H)”’ and in-
sert <“(I)”.

SA 2439. Mr. LEE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2137 proposed by Mr.
SCHUMER (for Ms. SINEMA (for herself,
Mr. PORTMAN, Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. CAS-
SIDY, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms. COLLINS, Mr.
TESTER, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. WARNER,
and Mr. ROMNEY)) to the bill H.R. 3684,
to authorize funds for Federal-aid high-
ways, highway safety programs, and
transit programs, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the
table; as follows:

In section 40211(a) of division D, strike
paragraphs (3) through (6) and insert the fol-
lowing:

(3) identifies areas in which the Depart-
ment can effectively utilize the technical ex-
pertise of the Department to support the
workforce activities of other Federal agen-
cies; and

(4) develops plans to support and retrain
displaced and unemployed energy sector
workers.

In section 40211(b) of division D,
paragraph (2) and insert the following:

(2) REQUIREMENT.—The Board shall include
not more than 2 representatives of a labor
organization with significant energy experi-
ence, each of whom shall be nominated by a
national labor federation.

In section 40211(b)(3) of division D, strike
subparagraphs (D) through (F) and insert the
following:

(D) energy workforce development or ap-
prenticeship programs of States or units of
local government; or

(E) relevant organized labor organizations.

In section 40211(c)(1), strike subparagraph
(C) and insert the following:

(C) identify ways in which the Department
and National Laboratories can—

(i) increase outreach to institutions of
higher education;

(ii) increase outreach to displaced and un-
employed energy sector workers; and

strike
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(iii) make resources available to provide
training to displaced and unemployed energy
sector workers to reenter the energy work-
force; and

In section 40211, strike subsection (e) and
insert the following:

(e) OUTREACH TO VETERANS AND DISPLACED
AND UNEMPLOYED ENERGY WORKERS.—In de-
veloping the strategy under subsection (a),
the Board shall—

(1) give special consideration to increasing
outreach to institutions of higher education,
veterans, and displaced and unemployed en-
ergy workers;

(2) make resources available to—

(A) institutions that serve veterans, with
the objective of increasing the number vet-
erans in the energy industry by ensuring
that veterans have the credentials and train-
ing necessary to secure careers in the energy
industry; and

(B) institutions that serve displaced and
unemployed energy workers to increase the
number of individuals trained for jobs in the
energy industry;

(3) encourage the energy industry to im-
prove the opportunities for students of high-
er education institutions, veterans, and dis-
placed and unemployed energy workers to
participate in internships,
preapprenticeships, apprenticeships, and co-
operative work-study programs in the energy
industry; and

(4) work with the National Laboratories to
increase the participation of students, vet-
erans, and displaced and unemployed energy
workers in internships, fellowships, training
programs, and employment at the National
Laboratories.

SA 2440. Mr. LEE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2137 proposed by Mr.
SCHUMER (for Ms. SINEMA (for herself,
Mr. PORTMAN, Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. CAS-
SIDY, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms. COLLINS, Mr.
TESTER, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. WARNER,
and Mr. ROMNEY)) to the bill H.R. 3684,
to authorize funds for Federal-aid high-
ways, highway safety programs, and
transit programs, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the
table; as follows:

Strike title II of division H.

SA 2441. Mr. LEE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2137 proposed by Mr.
SCHUMER (for Ms. SINEMA (for herself,
Mr. PORTMAN, Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. CAS-
SIDY, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms. COLLINS, Mr.
TESTER, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. WARNER,
and Mr. ROMNEY)) to the bill H.R. 3684,
to authorize funds for Federal-aid high-
ways, highway safety programs, and
transit programs, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the
table; as follows:

Strike section 90005.

SA 2442. Mr. MARSHALL submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
to amendment SA 2137 proposed by Mr.
SCHUMER (for Ms. SINEMA (for herself,
Mr. PORTMAN, Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. CAS-
SIDY, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms. COLLINS, Mr.
TESTER, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. WARNER,
and Mr. ROMNEY)) to the bill H.R. 3684,
to authorize funds for Federal-aid high-
ways, highway safety programs, and
transit programs, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the
table; as follows:
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At the appropriate place in title III of divi-
sion B, insert the following:

SEC. 23 . EXEMPTIONS FOR COVERED FARM
VEHICLES.

Section 32934 of MAP-21 (49 U.S.C. 31136
note; Public Law 112-141) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by adding at the end
the following:

‘(6) Any requirement relating to registra-
tion under section 31134 of title 49, United
States Code, including any requirement re-
lating to a USDOT number under that sec-
tion.

“(T) Any requirement relating to registra-
tion under the unified carrier registration
agreement (as defined in section 14504a(a) of
title 49, United States Code).”’;

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) in paragraph (1), by redesignating sub-
paragraphs (A) and (B) as clauses (i) and (ii),
respectively, and indenting appropriately;

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘Para-
graph (1)’ and inserting ‘‘Subparagraph (A)’’;

(C) by redesignating paragraphs (1) and (2)
as subparagraphs (A) and (B), respectively,
and indenting appropriately;

(D) by inserting before subparagraph (A)
(as so designated) the following:

‘(1) FEDERAL TRANSPORTATION FUNDING.—’’;
and

(E) by adding at the end the following:

‘(2) IFTA REQUIREMENTS.—A covered farm
vehicle and the individual operating that
covered farm vehicle shall be exempt from
any requirement relating to a license under
the International Fuel Tax Agreement (as
defined in section 31701 of title 49, United
States Code).”’; and

(3) in subsection (c)(1)(B), by striking
¢“26,001” each place it appears and inserting
36,001,

SA 2443. Mr. CARDIN (for himself,
Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. SULLIVAN, and Ms.
HIRONO) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed to amendment
SA 2137 proposed by Mr. SCHUMER (for
Ms. SINEMA (for herself, Mr. PORTMAN,
Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. CASSIDY, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. TESTER, Ms.
MURKOWSKI, Mr. WARNER, and Mr. RoOM-
NEY)) to the bill H.R. 3684, to authorize
funds for Federal-aid highways, high-
way safety programs, and transit pro-
grams, and for other purposes; which
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows:

At the appropriate place in division I, in-
sert the following:

SEC.90 . SMALL BUSINESS CONTRACTING.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section—

(1) the terms ‘‘Administration’ and ‘‘Ad-
ministrator’”” mean the Small Business Ad-
ministration and the Administrator thereof,
respectively;

(2) the term ‘‘covered procurement’ means
a procurement that the Administrator deter-
mines—

(A) is in a quantity or of an estimated dol-
lar value which makes the participation of a
small business concern as a prime contractor
unlikely;

(B) in the case of a procurement for con-
struction, seeks to bundle or consolidate dis-
crete construction projects; or

(C) is a solicitation that consolidates pro-
curement requirements for goods or services,
1 or more of which were previously provided
or performed by a small business concern for
any Federal agency, into a solicitation of of-
fers for a single contract, agreement, or
order that is likely to be unsuitable for
award to a small business concern; and

(3) the terms ‘‘Federal agency’ and ‘‘small
business concern” have the meanings given
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those terms in section 3 of the Small Busi-
ness Act (15 U.S.C. 632); and

(4) the term ‘‘procurement center rep-
resentative’”” means—

(A) a procurement center representative as
described in section 15(1) of the Small Busi-
ness Act (15 U.S.C. 644(1)); or

(B) if a procurement center representative
described in subparagraph (A) is not assigned
to the procuring activity, the Office of Gov-
ernment Contracting of the Administration
serving the area of the procuring activity.

(b) EXPANDING SURETY BOND PROGRAM.—
Section 411(a)(1) of the Small Business In-
vestment Act of 1958 (15 U.S.C. 694b(a)(1)) is
amended—

(1) in subparagraph (A), by striking
¢‘$6,500,000°’ and inserting ‘‘$10,000,000*’; and

(2) by amending subparagraph (B) to read
as follows:

‘“(B) The Administrator may guarantee a
surety under subparagraph (A) for a total
work order or contract entered into by a
Federal agency in an amount that does not
exceed $20,000,000.”".

(c) LARGE AND SMALL PRIME CONTRACT OP-
PORTUNITIES.—

(1) NOTICE TO PROCUREMENT CENTER REP-
RESENTATIVES.—Not later than 30 days before
issuing a solicitation for a proposed covered
procurement, and concurrent with other
processing steps required before issuing the
solicitation, a Federal agency shall provide
to the procurement center representative of
the Federal agency the following:

(A) A copy of the proposed covered pro-
curement.

(B) A statement explaining, as applicable
to the proposed covered procurement:

(i) Why the proposed covered procurement
cannot be divided into smaller quantities,
lots, or tasks to permit offers on less than
the total requirement.

(ii) Why delivery schedules cannot be es-
tablished on a realistic basis that will en-
courage the participation of small business
concerns in a manner consistent with the ac-
tual requirements of the Federal agency.

(iii) Why the proposed covered procure-
ment cannot be offered to increase the likeli-
hood of the participation of small business
concerns.

(iv) In the case of a proposed covered pro-
curement for construction, why the proposed
covered procurement cannot be offered as
separate, discrete projects.

(v) Why the Federal agency has determined
that consolidating contract requirements is
necessary and justified.

(2) ALTERNATIVES TO INCREASE PRIME CON-
TRACTING OPPORTUNITIES FOR SMALL BUSINESS
CONCERNS.—Not later than 15 days after the
date on which a procurement center rep-
resentative receives a statement described in
paragraph (1)(B) with respect to a proposed
covered procurement, and if the procurement
center representative determines that the
proposed covered procurement will make the
participation of small business concerns as
prime contractors unlikely, the procurement
center representative shall recommend to
the Federal agency 1 or more alternative
procurement methods for increasing prime
contracting opportunities for small business
concerns.

(3) FAILURE TO AGREE ON AN ALTERNATIVE
PROCUREMENT METHOD.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—If a procurement center
representative proposes 1 or more alter-
native procurement methods to a Federal
agency under paragraph (2) and the procure-
ment center representative and the Federal
agency are unable to agree on an alternative
procurement method, the Administrator
shall submit the matter to the head of the
appropriate Federal agency, who shall adopt
the recommended alternative procurement
method proposed by the Administrator un-
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less such head issues a determination that
the benefit of the proposed covered procure-
ment as compared to the alternative pro-
curement method exceeds the harm to small
business concerns.

(B) NONDELEGABLE.—The duties and au-
thorities of the head of a Federal agency
under subparagraph (A) may not be dele-
gated.

(d) CONTRACT CAP AMOUNTS AND SOLE
SOURCE AWARD AUTHORITY.—

(1) QUALIFIED HUBZONE SMALL BUSINESS
CONCERNS.—Section 31(c)(2)(A) of the Small
Business Act (156 U.S.C. 657a(c)(2)(A)) is
amended to read as follows:

““(A) SOLE SOURCE CONTRACTS.—A con-
tracting officer may award a sole source con-
tract under this section to any qualified
HUBZone small business concern if—

‘(i) the qualified HUBZone small business
concern is determined to be a responsible
contractor with respect to performance of
the contract opportunity;

‘“(i1) the contracting officer does not have
a reasonable expectation that 2 or more
qualified HUBZone small business concerns
will submit offers for the contracting oppor-
tunity;

‘(iii) the anticipated award price of the
contract (including options and options peri-
ods) will not exceed—

‘() $10,000,000 in the case of a contract op-
portunity assigned a North American Indus-
try Classification System code for manufac-
turing; or

‘“(II) $8,000,000 in the case of any other con-
tract opportunity; and

‘(iv) in the estimation of the contracting
officer, the contract award can be made at a
fair and reasonable price.”.

(2) SMALL BUSINESS CONCERN OWNED AND
CONTROLLED BY SERVICE-DISABLED VET-
ERANS.—Section 36(c) of the Small Business
Act (15 U.S.C. 657f(c)) is amended to read as
follows:

“(c) SOLE SOURCE CONTRACTS.—A con-
tracting officer may award a sole source con-
tract under this section to any small busi-
ness concern owned and controlled by serv-
ice-disabled veterans if—

‘(1) the concern is determined to be a re-
sponsible contractor with respect to per-
formance of the contract opportunity;

‘“(2) the contracting officer does not have a
reasonable expectation that 2 or more small
business concerns owned and controlled by
service-disabled veterans will submit offers
for the contracting opportunity;

‘“(3) the anticipated award price of the con-
tract (including options and options periods)
will not exceed—

““(A) $10,000,000, in the case of a contract
opportunity assigned a North American In-
dustry Classification System code for manu-
facturing; or

‘(B) $8,000,000, in the case of any other con-
tract opportunity; and

‘“(4) in the estimation of the contracting
officer, the contract award can be made at a
fair and reasonable price.”’.

(3) CERTAIN SMALL BUSINESS CONCERNS
OWNED AND CONTROLLED BY WOMEN.—Section
8(m) of the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C.
637(m)) is amended—

(A) by amending paragraph (7) to read as
follows:

“(7) AUTHORITY FOR SOLE SOURCE CON-
TRACTS FOR ECONOMICALLY DISADVANTAGED
SMALL BUSINESS CONCERNS OWNED AND CON-
TROLLED BY WOMEN.—A contracting officer
may award a sole source contract under this
subsection to any small business concern
owned and controlled by women described in
paragraph (2)(A) and certified under para-
graph (2)(E) if—

‘“(A) the concern is determined to be a re-
sponsible contractor with respect to per-
formance of the contract opportunity;
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‘“(B) the contracting officer does not have
a reasonable expectation that 2 or more
small business concerns owned and con-
trolled by women described in paragraph
(2)(A) will submit offers for the contracting
opportunity;

‘(C) the anticipated award price of the
contract (including options and options peri-
ods) will not exceed—

‘(i) $10,000,000, in the case of a contract op-
portunity assigned a North American Indus-
try Classification System code for manufac-
turing; or

‘‘(ii) $8,000,000, in the case of all other con-
tract opportunities; and

‘(D) in the estimation of the contracting
officer, the contract award can be made at a
fair and reasonable price.”’; and

(B) by amending paragraph (8) to read as
follows:

‘() AUTHORITY FOR SOLE SOURCE CON-
TRACTS FOR SMALL BUSINESS CONCERNS OWNED
AND CONTROLLED BY WOMEN IN SUBSTANTIALLY
UNDERREPRESENTED  INDUSTRIES.—A  con-
tracting officer may award a sole source con-
tract under this subsection to any small
business concern owned and controlled by
women certified under paragraph (2)(E) that
is in an industry in which small business
concerns owned and controlled by women are
substantially underrepresented (as deter-
mined by the Administrator under paragraph
@) if—

‘“(A) the concern is determined to be a re-
sponsible contractor with respect to per-
formance of the contract opportunity;

‘“(B) the contracting officer does not have
a reasonable expectation that 2 or more
small business concerns owned and con-
trolled by women that are certified under
paragraph (2)(E) and are in an industry that
has received a waiver under paragraph (3)
will submit offers for the contract oppor-
tunity;

‘(C) the anticipated award price of the
contract (including options and options peri-
ods) will not exceed—

‘(i) $10,000,000, in the case of a contract op-
portunity assigned a North American Indus-
try Classification System code for manufac-
turing; or

‘(ii) $8,000,000, in the case of any other con-
tract opportunity; and

‘(D) in the estimation of the contracting
officer, the contract award can be made at a
fair and reasonable price.”’.

(4) 8(a) CONTRACTS.—Section 8(a)(1)(D)(1) of
the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C.
637(a)(1)(D)(1)) is amended by striking sub-
clause (II) and inserting the following:

‘“(IT) the anticipated award price of the
contract (including options and options peri-
ods) will exceed—

‘“‘(aa) $10,000,000 in the case of a contract
opportunity assigned a North American In-
dustry Classification System code for manu-
facturing; or

‘“‘(bb) $8,000,000 in the case of any other
contract opportunity.”.

(e) GOVERNMENTWIDE CONTRACTING
GoALs.—Section 15(g)(1)(A) of the Small
Business Act (16 U.S.C. 644(2)(1)(A)) is
amended—

(1) in clause (i), by striking ‘23 percent’”’
and inserting ‘25 percent’’;

(2) in clause (ii), by striking ‘3 percent”
and inserting ‘‘5 percent’’;

(3) in clause (iii), by striking ‘3 percent”
and inserting ‘‘4 percent’’;

(4) in clause (iv), by striking ‘‘at not less
than’ and all that follows and inserting the
following: “‘at not less than—

““(I) 11 percent of the total value of all
prime contract and subcontract awards for
fiscal year 2022;

““(IT) 12 percent of the total value of all
prime contract and subcontract awards for
fiscal year 2023;
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“(IIT) 13 percent of the total value of all
prime contract and subcontract awards for
fiscal year 2024;

“(IV) 15 percent of the total value of all
prime contract and subcontract awards for
fiscal year 2025 and each fiscal year there-
after.”’; and

(5) in clause (v), by striking ‘‘at not less
than’ and all that follows and inserting the
following: “‘at not less than—

“(I) 6 percent of the total value of all
prime contract and subcontract awards for
each of fiscal years 2022 and 2023; and

““(IT) 7 percent of the total value of all
prime contract and subcontract awards for
fiscal year 2024 and each fiscal year there-
after.”.

(f) REPEAL OF BONA FIDE OFFICE RULE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 8(a) of the Small
Business Act (156 U.S.C. 637(a)) is amended by
striking paragraph (11).

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—The Small
Business Act (156 U.S.C. 631 et seq.) is amend-
ed—

(A) in section 8(a) (156 U.S.C. 637(a))—

(i) in paragraph (9)(B)@{iv), by striking

“paragraph (21)(B)” and inserting ‘‘para-
graph (20)(B)’’; and
(ii) by redesignating paragraphs (12)

through (21) as paragraphs (11) through (20),
respectively;

(B) in section 15(h)(2)(E)(v) (15 TU.S.C.
644(h)(2)(E)(v)), in the matter preceding sub-
clause (I), by striking ‘‘section 8(a)(13)”’ and
inserting ‘‘section 8(a)(12)”’; and

(C) in section 31(b)(2)(D)({i) 15 U.S.C.
657a(b)(2)(D)(1)), by striking ‘“‘section
8(a)(15)”’ and inserting ‘‘section 8(a)(14)”’.

(g) 8(a) WAIVERS.—Section 8(a)(20) of the
Small Business Act (156 U.S.C. 637(a)(20)), as
redesignated subsection (f)(2) of this section,
is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (A), in the first sen-
tence, by striking ‘‘subparagraph (B)” and
inserting ‘‘subparagraphs (B) and (F)”’;

(2) in subparagraph (B)—

(A) by striking clause (iii); and

(B) by redesignating clauses (iv) and (v) as
clauses (iii) and (iv), respectively;

(3) by striking subparagraph (C) and insert-
ing the following:

‘(C) The Administrator may waive the re-
quirements of subparagraph (A) if, in the
case of clauses (i), (ii), and (iii) of subpara-
graph (B), the Administrator is requested to
do so prior to the actual relinquishment of
ownership or control.”; and

(4) by adding at the end the following:

‘““(F') If a contract or ownership and control
of the concern that initially received a con-
tract awarded pursuant to this subsection
passes to another small business concern
that is an eligible Program Participant, the
requirements of subparagraph (A), including
the termination described in the second sen-
tence of that subparagraph, shall not
apply.”.

(h) INTERIM RULES.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Administrator may issue rules, including in-
terim final rules, as necessary to carry out
this section and the amendments made by
this section.

SA 2444. Mrs. GILLIBRAND (for her-
self, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. DURBIN, Mr.
BOOKER, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. PADILLA,
Mr. MARKEY, Ms. WARREN, and Mrs.
FEINSTEIN) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 2137 proposed by Mr. SCHUMER (for
Ms. SINEMA (for herself, Mr. PORTMAN,
Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. CASSIDY, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. TESTER, Ms.
MURKOWSKI, Mr. WARNER, and Mr. RoOM-
NEY)) to the bill H.R. 3684, to authorize
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funds for Federal-aid highways, high-
way safety programs, and transit pro-
grams, and for other purposes; which
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows:

At the end of title I of division A, add the
following:

Subtitle F—Apprenticeship Utilization, Re-
spectful Workplaces, and Mandatory Sup-
portive Services

SEC. 11601. APPRENTICESHIP UTILIZATION.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPRENTICESHIP EMPLOYMENT GOAL.—
The term ‘‘apprenticeship employment goal’’
means the utilization of qualified appren-
tices for—

(A) not less than 15 percent of the total
labor hours used for construction activities
for a project; or

(B) in any case where a higher qualified ap-
prentice utilization is locally stipulated by a
labor agreement or local requirement, the
stipulated higher amount or percentage.

(2) COVERED GRANT.—The term ‘‘covered
grant’ means a grant under section 117 or 173
of title 23, United States Code.

(3) QUALIFIED APPRENTICE.—The term
‘‘qualified apprentice’” means an employee
participating in a registered apprenticeship
program.

(4) REGISTERED APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAM.—
The term ‘‘registered apprenticeship pro-
gram’ means an apprenticeship program
that—

(A) is registered with the Office of Appren-
ticeship of the Employment Training Admin-
istration of the Department of Labor or a
State apprenticeship agency recognized by
such Office of Apprenticeship pursuant to
the Act of August 16, 1937 (commonly known
as the ‘‘National Apprenticeship Act’; 50
Stat. 664, chapter 663; (29 U.S.C. 50 et seq.));
and

(B) satisfies the requirements of subpart A
of part 29 and part 30 of title 29, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations or any successor regula-
tions.

(b) REQUIREMENT.—

(1) CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENT.—To be eli-
gible to receive a covered grant, each appli-
cant shall include in a grant application a
certification that the applicant will ensure
that any contractor or subcontractor uti-
lized in carrying out activities with the cov-
ered grant—

(A) meets or exceeds the apprenticeship
employment goal;

(B) to the extent practicable, employs
qualified apprentices from traditionally
underrepresented populations in meeting or
exceeding the apprenticeship employment
goal; and

(C) notwithstanding any local-hire goals
that apply, makes best efforts to meet
project-wide, annually updated participation
goals set by the applicant for the percentage
of total work-hours that are performed at
apprentice-level and journey-level by histori-
cally underrepresented populations; and

(D) tracks ongoing progress toward the
participation goals described in subpara-
graphs (A) and (C).

(2) EXCEPTIONS.—The Secretary may adjust
the requirements under paragraph (1) for an
applicant for a covered grant if the applicant
provides documentary evidence that—

(A) demonstrates a lack of availability of
qualified apprentices in a specific geographic
area; and

(B) makes a good faith effort to comply
with the requirements.

(c) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary, in col-
laboration with the Secretary of Labor, as
appropriate, may issue such regulations or
other guidance, forms, instructions, and pub-
lications as may be necessary or appropriate
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to carry out the requirements and oversight
of this section, including—

(1) penalties for noncompliance with the
requirement of subsection (b)(1)(A);

(2) reporting requirements for recipients of
covered grants; and

(3) guidance on—

(A) setting participation goals under sub-
section (b)(1)(C) that take into account the
proportion of individuals in each population
in the relevant recruitment area that are
qualified for the apprenticeship or trade; and

(B) ensuring that the participation goals
under subsection (b)(1)(C) do not supersede
any higher goals otherwise required by law,
contract, or policy.

(d) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 3
years after the date of enactment of this
Act, the Secretary shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure
of the House of Representatives and the
Committee on Environment and Public
Works of the Senate a report on the use of
qualified apprentices for projects carried out
with covered grants that includes—

(1) the total number of labor hours fulfilled
by qualified apprentices and historically
underrepresented populations;

(2) the total number of qualified appren-
tices and historically underrepresented pop-
ulations employed;

(3) the total number of covered grant re-
cipients that met or exceeded the appren-
ticeship employment goal and the goals for
the percentage of total workhours performed
by historically underrepresented populations
under subsection (b)(1)(C);

(4) best practices used by covered grant re-
cipients that met or exceeded the appren-
ticeship employment goal and the goals for
the percentage of total workhours performed
by historically underrepresented populations
under subsection (b)(1)(C); and

(5) a summary of agency oversight of the
fulfillment of certification terms under this
section by covered grant recipients.

(e) PUBLIC TRANSPARENCY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—At the end of each fiscal
year, the Secretary shall make available on
a public website information on the use of
qualified apprentices in the preceding fiscal
year for each covered grant program, includ-
ing—

(A) the total number of covered grant ap-
plicants that certified that the covered grant
applicant would be able to meet or exceed
the apprenticeship employment goal under
subsection (b);

(B) the total number of covered grants pro-
vided for applicants described in subpara-
graph (A); and

(C) for each covered grant provided, data
on the progress of the grant recipient toward
meeting the requirement under subsection
(b)(1)(A) and achieving participation goals
under subsection (b)(1).

(2) PROGRESS DATA.—The Secretary shall
make the information described in para-
graph (1)(C) available on a public website on
a monthly basis.

SEC. 11602. RESPECTFUL WORKPLACES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, a contractor or sub-
contractor used in carrying out a project or
activity that receives funds under section 117
or 173 of title 23, United States Code, shall—

(1) make best efforts to institute respectful
workplace policies; and

(2) provide effective, ongoing workplace
training to create safe, respectful work sites
that are free from bullying, hazing, discrimi-
nation, or harassment.

(b) COORDINATION.—The Secretary shall co-
ordinate as necessary with the Secretary of
Labor to promote that contractors and sub-
contractors described in subsection (a) com-
ply with that subsection.
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